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May 3, 2005
FEMSA Announces Record Date for Share Allocation Program Eligibility

MONTERREY, Mexico, May 3 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Fomento Economico Mexicano, S.A. de C.V. ("FEMSA") (NYSE:
FMX) (BMV:FEMSA UBD) (BMV:FEMSA UB) today announced that the record date for purposes of eligibility for participation
in FEMSA's share allocation programs in its proposed offering of ADSs and BD Units is expected to be May 10, 2005 or
such later date as is announced by FEMSA. The foregoing record date is subject to the actual distribution of the preliminary
prospectuses relating to the offering. The aggregate number of ADSs and BD Units initially available under the share
allocation programs will represent 50% of the BD Units, including BD Units in the form of ADSs, to be sold in the offering.

Beneficial owners of ADSs as of the record date will be eligible, subject to compliance with the applicable procedures and
conditions, to purchase ADSs in the share allocation program in the international offering. Beneficial owners of BD Units as
of the record date will be eligible, subject to compliance with the applicable procedures and conditions, to purchase BD Units
through the share allocation program in the concurrent Mexican offering. Eligibility to participate in the share allocation
programs is not transferable and only beneficial owners as of the record date are eligible, subject to compliance with the
applicable procedures and conditions, to participate.

A registration statement relating to the BD Units in the form of ADSs has been filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission but has not yet become effective. The BD Units and ADSs may not be sold nor may offers to buy the BD Units
or ADSs be accepted prior to the time the registration statement becomes effective. This communication shall not constitute
an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy, nor shall there be any sale of the BD Units or ADSs in any state or
jurisdiction in which such offer, solicitation or sale would be unlawful prior to registration or qualification under the securities
laws of any such state or jurisdiction.

In order to participate in the share allocation program in the international offering, beneficial owners of ADSs as of the
record date must supply contact information to MacKenzie Partners, Inc., the information agent for the share allocation
program in the international offering. Contact information can be supplied to the information agent by telephone at +1-800-
322-2885 (toll free in the U.S.) or +1-212-929-5500 (collect) or via the information agent's website at
http://www.mackenziepartners.com .

Copies of the FEMSA prospectus relating to the proposed international offering, when available, may be obtained from
Morgan Stanley & Co. Incorporated, 1585 Broadway, Level B, New York, New York 10036, telephone: 212-761-6775,
prospectus@morganstanley.com or Citigroup Global Markets Inc., Brooklyn Army Terminal, 140 58th Street, 8th Floor,
Brooklyn, New York 11220, telephone: 718-765-6732.

Copies of the FEMSA prospectus relating to the proposed Mexican BD Unit offering, when available, may be obtained from
the website of the Bolsa Mexicana de Valores (Mexican Stock Exchange) at http://www.bmv.com.mx or from Acciones y
Valores Banamex, S.A. de C.V., Casa de Bolsa, Integrante del Grupo Financiero Banamex, Paseo de la Reforma 398, 4th
floor, 06600 Mexico D.F., Mexico, Attn.: Gabriel Wonchee Pena, telephone: +5255-1226-0663, gwonchee@accival.com.mx
or Gustavo Espinosa Chavez, telephone: +5255-1226-0774, gespinosa@accival.com.mx or from Casa de Bolsa BBVA
Bancomer, S.A. de C.V., Grupo Financiero BBVA Bancomer, Montes Urales 620, 3rd floor, Col. Lomas de Chapultepec,
11000 Mexico D.F., Mexico, Attn.: Pablo Bustamante Desdier, telephone: +5255-5201-2069,
p.bustamante@bbva.bancomer.com or Ana Yanez lbanez, telephone: +5255-5201-2685, ae.yanez@bbva.bancomer.com.

FEMSA is the largest integrated beverage company in Latin America with a portfolio of leading beer and soft drink brands.
We are the second largest brewer in Mexico with brands that include Tecate, Dos Equis and Sol. Through our subsidiary,
Coca-Cola FEMSA, we are the largest Coca-Cola bottler in Latin America and the second largest in the world. We sell our
products through approximately two million points of sale, which serve a population of over 170 million people in nine
countries, including some of the most populous metropolitan areas in Latin America, such as Mexico City, Sao Paulo and
Buenos Aires. We operate Oxxo, the largest convenience store chain in Mexico, with 3,563 stores at March 31, 2005.
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